USGS Hydroacoustics Workshop – 2004

I am pleased to announce that the Office of Surface Water is sponsoring a Hydroacoustics Workshop to be held March 22-26, 2004 in San Diego, California.  The goal of this workshop is to share information on recent developments in acoustics as it relates to measurement of velocity, streamflow, estimation of sediment concentrations, bathymetry and other topics. The workshop is designed to provide an opportunity for learning about recent developments in hydroacoustics and to learn about successful tools and techniques employed by others. This workshop is being planned and coordinated by the USGS Hydroacoustics Workgroup (HAWG).  The workshop is intended to bring together users of hydroacoustic technologies from the Water, Biology, and Geologic Disciplines of the USGS, other Federal agencies, State and local agencies, and hydroacoustics users from international agencies. Detailed information about the workshop is available on the Workshop Web page. 
Workshop Topics

Proposed topics to be covered during the workshop include:

· Flow Measurements under Ice

· Deployment Techniques for Moving Boat measurements I and II

· Acoustics and Suspended Sediments

· Processing Tidal Data

· Hydrographic Surveying

· Integration of Hydroacoustics into long term monitoring programs

· Comparison measurements

· Index velocity ratings

· Deployment Techniques for In-situ Velocity Measurements

· Error analysis/estimation of Hydroacoustic measurements

· Emerging Instrumentation and Techniques

· ADCPs and Numerical Flow Models

· Utility programs for Hydroacoustics

· ADCPs and Sediment Transport Modeling

· Visualization of ADCP Measurements and Analysis

· Alternatives to Use of DGPS in the Presence of a Moving Bed

· Innovative Applications of Hydroacoustics

· Methods Development and Quality Assurance

· Hydroacoustics Instrumentation Development Projects
Expected attendees include but are not limited to hydrologists and hydrologic technicians, Regional SW Specialists, District SW Specialists, NRP scientists, District Data Chiefs, District Chiefs.
Workshop Registration
The workshop will be held at the Catamaran Resort along beautiful Mission Bay in San Diego. A web page has been established to facilitate registration for the workshop. A registration fee of $200 is required from all attendees and will be used to help offset the cost of the workshop.  For USGS attendees, this fee will be collected through the USGS standard voucher (SV) process. USGS employees will need to provide a USGS project account number to pay for the registration fee.  

Non-USGS attendees may arrange for payment for workshop registration by credit card or other means, via the USGS National Training Center (NTC).  Please contact Staci Unruh at sdunruh@usgs.gov or via phone at 303 236 4932 x248.  Please note that non-USGS attendees should still pay a separate hospitality fee by following the directions below. 
All attendees must register for the workshop. The url is http://simon.er.usgs.gov/cgi-bin/rgs/index.cgi?register=1&session_id=43&to=register. Registration for the Workshop must be completed by March 1, 2004
Vendors attending the Workshop or wishing to exhibit, are referred to the vendor pages on the Workshop Web pages for instructions and fees.  
Hospitality Fee
In addition to, and separate from, the workshop registration fee, each attendee is required to contribute $30 to help cover food and drinks for several social functions during the workshop.  This will include a luncheon, an evening meal held in conjunction with a poster session, and an icebreaker reception.  A personal check in the amount of $30 should be made out to the "Office of Surface Water" and sent to the 2004 Hydroacoustic Workshop, MS 415, National Center, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, VA 20192.  In order to encourage attendance at the poster session and to simplify the planning process, this fee is considered mandatory.   
Hotel Room Reservations
Hotel reservations for this meeting may be made by visiting http://www.catamaranresort.com/us0321.html or by contacting the hotel via phone at -1-800-422-8386.  Please make sure that you refer to the block of rooms reserved for the USGS Hydroacoustics Workshop.  A block of 140 rooms has been reserved for attendees of the workshop for $110/night. Hotel reservations should be made by February 15 if at all possible.  The remaining rooms in the block will be released to the public 4 weeks prior to the start of the meeting.  Therefore do NOT delay in making room reservations!  If you delay, it is possible that no government-rate rooms will be available after the beginning of March at the Catamaran Resort.  Tax-exempt forms can be downloaded from the Workshop Web pages.   Just fill in your office address and sign.

The address for the hotel is:
Catamaran Resort Hotel
3999 Mission Boulevard
San Diego, California 92109
Toll-free Reservations from the USA: 1-800-422-8386
Toll Free from Canada call: 1-800-233-8172 

Hotel phone:  1-858-488-1081
You may also fax your reservation to 1-858-488-1387

Call for Talks
Although the HAWG will be inviting a number of persons to make presentations, we welcome your own ideas for presentations.  If you are interested in giving a presentation, please submit your idea using the presentation submission form.  Typical oral presentations will be 20 minutes in duration, with a few minutes for question and answer.  The HAWG may not accept all the proposed oral presentations, and for some proposed topics, will suggest that a poster be prepared instead. 

Poster Session

There will be a poster presentation on the evening of Wednesday, March 24. Dinner will be served in the same room as the posters to encourage attendance and to foster an informal but active time of sharing ideas and technology transfer. 
With this email, we are issuing a call for posters on innovative, creative, or unique ideas, methods, techniques, or instrumentation to share with your colleagues. The subject of the poster does not have to be from published work. It can be from ongoing activities, proposed activities, or just an idea or concept. Let your colleagues know what you have been up to!  The only restriction on the content is that it must in some way relate to hydroacoustics.

A presenter should be available Wednesday evening to discuss the poster. A 4x6 standard poster display stand will be provided.   If your presentation requires different arrangements, presentation equipment, or a computer hookup, please so state on your submission and we will attempt to accommodate your specific needs.  Please indicate your intention to submit a poster(s) when completing the poster registration form.  Please follow poster preparation guidelines.

For planning purposes, we request an expression of interest and a title for the poster by February 15, 2004.  Submissions received after February 15 will not be guaranteed a slot.  If you have any questions about poster submissions, please contact Marinna Martini and Mike Rehmel. 

Field Trips
At present, the HAWG is not planning to organize any field trips in conjunction with the Workshop.  However, at a later date, we may provide some information regarding self-organized visits to facilities such as the Scripps Institution of Oceanography-Hydraulics Laboratory and the Birch Aquarium.  As information becomes available, it will be posted to the Workshop Web pages.  
In addition, several manufacturers of hydroacoustic instruments located in the San Diego area, may offer tours of their facilities.  As information on these tours becomes available, we will post it to the Workshop Web pages.  At present, we believe that these activities will take place on Monday morning before the workshop begins and on Friday morning.
Training
Several short courses will be offered during the Hydroacoustics Workshop. They are listed below.  Please visit the Hydroacoustics Workshop pages for more information and to register.

· Use of the SonTek Flowtracker – 2 hours

· Use of DGPS with Acoustic Profilers – 2.5 hours

· New Water and Bottom Modes for River Measurements with RDI Profilers – 2 hours

· Overview of Index Velocity Methods and Their Application – 2 hours
· Techniques for Reviewing Acoustic Profiler Discharge Measurements – 2.5 hours

· Complex Index Velocity Ratings – 2.5 hours
· Introduction to Gr and VPV software for display and animation of time series data – 2 hours

If you have questions or need additional information, contact Kevin Oberg (kaoberg@usgs.gov) or David Mueller (dmueller@usgs.gov).  A minimum of 12 participants are required for each class to be held.  You enroll in the classes by going to the above Short Course Web page.   The cost of the training sessions is included in the Workshop registration fee.
Thanks

Kevin Oberg

